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Building Instructions Part 5
Main Deck Framing:
[bookmark: _Hlk502405490]The main deck framing is like the lower deck framing, the main exceptions are spacers between the arm beams and hanging knees at MDB-3. Dry fit the main beams and using the main deck plan mark and drill holes for the Main Jeer and Topsail Sheet Bitts pins in the lower deck. Locate and drill holes for the pins on Chain Pump handle supports at LDB-1 and LDB-4, these supports can be pinned at the top by drilling through the main deck beams. The Chain Pump handles and Bitts can be installed now. The rest of the framing can be installed using the same procedure used on the lower deck.
Main Jeer and Topsail Sheet Bitts:
By using an unusual color wood for the bitts, they will add a nice contrast and not blend in with the framing, this is just a personal preference. Photos 6338 through 6342 shows how I built the bitts, directly under the crosspiece there are sheaves, since there is no rigging I simulated theses by drilling a pair of holes and remove a small amount of wood between the hole as shown in photo 6342. Photos 6362 – 6371 shows the installation.
Main Mast:
The main mast is detailed on a drawing along with the deck beams and consists of a dowel rod turned to the dimensions shown on the drawing, if you do not own a lathe you can build the mast using three varied sizes of dowel rod. The mast is normally held in place by the shrouds and not glued in place, even though we have no shrouds I still recommend not gluing it in place.


Waterways and Spirketting:
The waterways and Spirketting ca be added at this time as shown in photo 6377.
Hatch Gratings:
For the main and after hatches I used bloodwood for the frame and boxwood for the grating. The construction and assembly are shown on photos 6372 – 6380, as you can see it is a very straight forward process.
Elm Tree Pumps:
The photos 6381 – 6384 show the assembly of the pump, if you are building the four–gun version you will need two pumps.
Main Deck Planking:
The planking only needs to be wide enough to support the rear wheels on the cannons. I used six planks using a three-plank shift for the trenails pattern as shown in the photos 6385 – 6392. I used basswood for the planking and bamboo for the trenails.
[bookmark: _Hlk502638278]Canons:
The canons can be turned from brass or wood. I like to use ebony, it is easy to turn and takes a nice polish. I use bloodwood for the carriages and yellow heart for the quoins.  
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